SURVIVAL

LITERATURE CIRCLE NOVELS

Below is a list of young adult novels dedling with concept of *Survival. These novels can be
used in any Survival themed Liferature Circle unit. It is strongly suggested that you read
each of the books you plan fo use for your Literafure Circles before you begin the
assignment with you class; this will help you choose books with content appropriatfe for the
grades you feach, help you assess reading levels, and enable you to fully participate in group
discussions. Some of the books have confent that is quite redlistic and heavy - you will wanf
fo preview each book before hand to make sure if is suifable for the grade you teach. The
descriptions below can help you describe the books to your students during book talks.
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ket Hatchet - Gary Paulsen
Thirfeen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way fo visit his father when the
single-engine plane in which heis flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds

AL . himself dlone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered

o e gat.  \Windbreaker and the hatfchet his mother gave him as a present-and the

& dreadful secret that has been fearing him apart since his parent's divorce.
B But now Brian has no time for anger, self pity, or despair-it wil fake all his
know-how and defermination, and more courage than he knew he
possessed, to survive.

The Wild Robot - Peter Brown

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first fime, she discovers that
she is dlone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she gof there
or what her purpose is--buf she knows she needs fo survive. After
battling a fierce sform and escaping a vicious bear aftack, she redlizes @
that her only hope for survivdl is fo adapt fo her surroundings and learn iR
from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. This is a heartwarming § R
and action-packed novel about what happens when nature and s
fechnology colide.
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PETER BROWN

Julie of the Wolves - Jean Craighead George

To her smdll Eskimo village, she is known as Miyax; to her friend in San
Francisco, she is Julie. When her life in the vilage becomes dangerous,
Miyax runs away, only fo find herself lost in the Alaskan wilderness.
Miyax fries to survive by copying the ways of a pack of wolves and
soon grows to love her new wolf family. Life in the wilderness is a
struggle, but when she finds her way back fo civilization, Miyax is forn
between her old and new lives. Ts she Miyax of the Eskimos-or Julie of
the wolves?




71 My Side of the Mountain - Jean Craighead George
- Terribly unhappy in his family's crowded New York City aparfment,
My SDE ofemountay | S5am Gribley runs away fo the solitude-and danger-of' the mountains,
feit o . where he finds a side of himself he never knew.
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Island of the Blue Dolphins - Scoft ODell

Here, in the early I800s, according to hisfory, an Indian girl spent
eighteen years done, and this Beautifully writfen novel is her story.
Tt is a romantic adventure filed with drama and hearfache, for nof
only was mere subsisfence on so desolafe a spot a near miracle,
but Karana had fo confend with the ferocious pack of wild dogs
that had killed her younger brother, constantly guard against the
Aleutian sea otter hunfers, and mainfain a precarious food supply.

BTN Shipwreck: Island Book One - Gordon Korman

T N IR Luke. J.J. Wil Lyssa, Charla, and Tan. They didn't want fo be on the
' ; | boat in the first place. They didn't want fo be stuck at sea with a
g Dbunch of sfrangers. But when youre in the middle of the Pacific

| Ocean, there's no easy way out. And when a terrifying storm hifs,

| there's no way fo fully prepare.
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BOOK ONE

The Contest: Everest Book One - Gordon Korman THE CONTEST

Four kids. One mountain.

They come from dll across America fo be the youngest kid ever fo
climb Everest. But only one wil reach the fop first. The competition
is fierce. The preparation is infense. The challenge is breathtaking.
When the findl four reach the higher pecks, disaster strikes-and dll
that separates the living from the dead is chance, bravery, and
action.




The Cay - Theodore Taylor
Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of
Curacao. War has dways been a game to him, and he's eager fo
gimpse if firsthand-unfil the freighter he and his mother are
fraveling fo the United States on is torpedoed. When Phillip
comes fo, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides
Stew Cat, his only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. By
the fime the castaways arrive on a smallisland, Philip's head
injury has made him blind and dependent on Timathy.

Lost in the Barrens - Farley Mowett
Awasin, a Cree Indian boy, and Jamie, a Canadian orphan living with
his uncle, the frapper Angus Macnair, are enchanted by the magic
of the great Arctic wastes. They set out on an adventure that
proves longer and more dangerous than they could have imagined.
Drawing on his knowledge of the ways of the wilderness and the
implacable northern elements, Farley Mowat has created a
memorable fale of daring and adventure. '

Lost in the Barrens

FARLEY MOWAT

Peak - Roland Smith ‘

After fourfeen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scdling a New
York City skyscraper, he's left with fwo choices: wither away in
Juvenile Detention or go live with his long-lost father, who runs a
climbing company in Thailand. But Peck quickly learns that his
father's renewed inferest in him has strings atfached. Big strings.
As owner of Pecak Expedifions, he wanifs his son fo be the youngest
person fo reach the Everest summif--and his motives are selfish at
best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, fackling Everest is the
chdllenge of a lifetime. But it's dlso one that could cost him his life.
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Touching Spirit Bear - Ben Mikaelsen

After severely injuring Pefer Driscal in an empty parking lof, mischief-
maker Cole Matthews is in major trouble. But insfead of jail time, Cole is
given an difernative: a one-year banishment fo a remote Alaskan island.
This program-cdlled Circle Justice-is based on Native American

| TOUCHING B

fraditions that provide hedling for the criminal mind. To avoid serious jail [ SBPI%E}?T
fime, Cole resolves fo go. While there, Cole is mauled by a mysferious B genmi KAE,_SE"
white bear and lef't for dead. Thoughts of his abusive parenfs, - ,c;;mﬁu; 8

helpless Peter, and his infense anger cause him fo examine the root of
his troubled ways and seek redemption-from the spirit bear that
attacked him, from his victims, and from himself.




2 enok i tiomr. | Sfranded - Jeff Probst
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i ? A family vacation becomes a game of survival
: Tt was supposed fo be a vacation--and a chance to gef fo know
each ofher better. But when a massive sform sets in without
. warning, four kids are shipwrecked dlone on a rocky jungle island
¥ in the middle of the South Pacific. No adults. No insfructions.
" Nobody to rely on but themselves. Can they make it home dlive?

%- > AW 4 A week ago, the biggest chdllenge Vanessa, Buzz, Carter, and Jane
# o SIS S8 had was learning To live as a new blended family. Now the four
Jff’: H““s\ | sblings must find a way to work as a feam if they're going fo make
st CHRIS TEBBETTS e | it off the island. They're dll in this adventure fogefher--but first
Sk E Ml (hey've gof fo learn to survive one another.

Alabama Moon - Watt Key

For as long as fen-year-old Moon can remember, he has
lived out in the forest in a shelfer with his father. They keep
to themselves, their only contact with other human beings
an occasiond trip fo the nearest generadl store. When
Moons father dies, Moon follows his father's last
instructions: fo travel fo Alaska to find others like
themselves. But Moon is soon caught and enfangled in a
world he doesn't know or understand; he's become
property of the government he has been avoiding dll his life.
As the spirifed and resourceful Moon encounters
constables, jails, institutions, lawyers, frue friends, and frue
enemies, he adapfs his wilderness survival skills and learns
to survive in the outfside world, and even, perhaps, make his
home there.

Pax - Sara Pennypacker

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter
rescued him as a kif. But one day, the unimaginable happens:
Pefer's dad enlists in the military and makes him refurn the

fox to the wild.

At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from
home, Peter knows he isn't where he should be-with Pax. He
strikes out on his own despife the encroaching war,
spurred by love, loyalty, and grief. fo be reunifed with his
fox.

Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for his boy, embarks on

adventures and discoveries of his own. . ..
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Brian's Winter - Gary Paulsen
In Hatchet, 13-year-old Brian Robeson learned fo survive
dlone in the Canadian wilderness, armed only with his
hatchet. He was rescued af the end of the
| . summer. Brian's Winfer begins where Hafchet might have
; ' ended: Brian is nof rescued, but must build on his survival
; BRIAN,S WINTER skills fo face his deadliest enemy--a northern winter.

GARY PAULSEN

Auther cf the award-winning novsl Haickei

)K ONE: THE DISCOVERY

Dive - Gordon Korman

Sharks, shipwreck, and sunken freasure in the lafest
adventure frilogy from Gordon Korman. Four kids are on a
marine expedition for the summer., diving fo explore an
underwater habitat that's just been dlfered by a seismic
event. What they find, though, is much more than fish - if's
sunken treasure. Can they salvage it without anyone else
gefting fo it first? Wil the prospect of wedlth sef them
aganst one another? And what about those sharks .. ..

Banner in the Sky - James Ramsey Ulman

The Citadel - Tt stands unconquered, the last great summit
of the Alps. Only one man has ever dared to approach the
fop, and that man died in his pursit. He was Josef Matf,
Rudi Matt's father. Af sixfeen, Rudiis determined to pay
fribute to the man he never knew, and completfe the quest
that claimed his fathers life. And so, faking his father's red
shirt as a flag, he heads of f 1o face the earth's most
chdllenging peck. But before Rudi can reach the fop, he must
pass through the forbidden Fortress, the gaping chasm in
the high reaches of feh Cifadel where his father met his
end. Rudi has followed Josef's footsteps as far as they wil
take him. Now he must search deep within himself fo find
the strength for the findl ascent to the summit -- fo plant
his banner in the sky. His father died while frying fo climb
Switzerlands greatest mountain -- the Citadel -- and young
Rudi knows he must make the assaulf himself.




